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A RHETORICAL QUESTION 

Our universities suffer f rom a lack qf attention to an  ancient art 
~~ 

A K L I E R  TI115 E?R,  I took a 
cruise a r n u n d  somr of the Hrl- E lenii ruins on tlie Aegean m a s t  

ofTurkey. A n  Oxford lecturer o n  clas- 
sical history accompanied U S .  I had a 
m a n e l l o u s  holidaj-, o n l y  sl igl i t lg 
marred hy t i le  fact rhat  the rour Jcc- 
turer,  a young man who doubtlrss 
knew a l o t  about  the religions of the 
ancient world. lacked lecturing skills. 
Both i n  crintent a n d  in delivery. he 
failed to engage his audience. 

This  defect was borne home io imp 

the more forc,rfully brcauw one  of n u r  
fello\v cruisers, a retired profescor of  
philosophy a t  T r in i t y  Collcgr, I h h l m ,  
vulunteered to give a t a l k  a t  the grrar 
thraire ar  3 l l le tos .  It wab on t h ~  tlrrcv 
Milrsian pre-Somatic philosophcri o f  
the 61h c,entury BC, who wcrc. in cffrct, 
the forerunncrs of Greek philosophy. 
Few of us h a d  heard beforc of Thales, 
.%naximander o r  .\naxirnencs. h u t  we 
were all  enthral led by his lecture, dnd 
asked h m  to t e l l  us ninre. Urforr the  
tour w a s  ovcr, me had enjoyed i i i s  dis- 
COUM o n  Sorrates, Platn and Aristo- 
tle, on tlic Epicureans and firrallg m e  
on the Stoic,\. I liad rend philosophy a t  
Oxford, birr inone of t l i e  lectures 1 had 
attended as a n  undergraduate, indud-  
ing those hy Isaiah Rcrlin, were a c  
intellei:tually ~t i tnulat in,g ah thew 

Perhaps hct:auze we were in the 
anuent world, I began t o a o n d r r  what 
had happened r o  rhetoric. Since then. 1 
haye asked s m r r ~ l  ac,ademics Iiou 
inuch importance i s  giwn to lecturing 
ahility w h e n  filling vacancirs .  They  
agree that i t  helps if a n  applicant is 
know, to lccture well. but miirli 
qrea ter  1mpnrtani.e I S  attached I O  a 
candidate's rcsearrli record and pnhli- 
c,ations. Once a n  academic h a s  tenure, 
no ni le questions his or her shortmm- 
ingy a i  a leciurer. I n  Oxford, allnohi all  
l e c i i m c  arevo l i in tary  I n  inyda): i :~~st 
of us  abbtaineil  after a brief tai ter 

tered I doiibr niucl i  has  changed. 
Inspr ing le(.tllrCs \cere r;,rely encoun- 



NET CONTROL 

I t  2 a myth that no one controls the internet. Until recently, it was 
American citizens; now governments are gettiag in on the act 

~~~~~~~~ ~. ~~ 

s TIJI. i ~ i i i ~ r i  years since i t  ua\ 
firunded. the Ixiard n fc l i i - ro to rs  of I the Intr i .net Corpomtiun for 

4srigned Saiiies and Numbers 
ICAhN-the "UY of Cyherspcc"- 
I tas  hcld i t s  meetings in the organisa- 
tion'a hometrwn, a hackua t r r  nf 1.0s 
4ngrlrs. I t  was there. for over t n o  
ilrcadrs. tliat thr Internet's underlying 
uprrations  ere u-ordinatcd ty a sin- 
gle C O ~ I J L I I C T  scicire professor, .Ion Pon- 
id. funded hy tlir Pentagon. I le  >man-  
aged thcaddrewng system and routii7g 
niirnhcrr tliitt unable thc i n t c r i i e t  tn 
work. He was tire dictator of the dot. 

l (>, \YY, haclied by the L!S gmern-  
nwnt, touh o v e r  the rnlc wl ien P w t r l  
d i r d  ~n 15~98. 'rhc loe,ation of t l ie 
board rnectirig si.rvrd a s  a rcniinder 
that. ni l  inlatter h o w  glohal the inter- 

nil1 go to 
For the end i i f Octo- 

ber erring. I t  m a r k s  a suhtlc, 
bur i j inbol i i .  h i f t  ~n poucr  

Although the myth pcrs is ts char no 
imr coi11~-11Is the internet. i t  i s  not  
really true. Any ncrwork syutem, he i t  
ii trlcphorir. railroad. (.anal or cyhrr-  
rpacc, reqi i ires a cr r ta in  degree o fcen-  
t r a l  co-ordinarion. For the net ,  thatjob 
qocs to 1(1,4NN, uhich sets pol ic icq 
i n c r  monikers lihr "corn" a n d  has 
p w r r  to min t  n c u  addrwws,  acting a s  
a k ind  ofcentral bank for the i n twnc t  

U'lierr in a n  c a r l i e r  era, a global 
asset  l i ke  tI1c names and addrcsses of 
thr i n twncr - rk  lifeblood of tl'c dig- 
i t a l  \zorld-n'iiirId be r rgulat td  by 

~~ .~_.  
ma-\lased nor)-proht <,rgani\ation tliat 
~ i i c l ~ d ~ s  a t ~ i ~ t l i l r s s  advisory w m r r i i t -  
ree < I t  go\ ci-rinwir ~ - e p r e w i t a t i \ ~ c \  

T l ~ i l t  i i  a Ihg m i i t v a s t  11, the rrle- 
phonc \ ) s tem.  for instanre, u l i i c h  is 

h-mni.th Yuii Clrki,w ic u,iitiizfi ii booB 
oii / l i e  hi.<toi? of iC~43 'V 

~~~. ~~~~~ ~- 

~ ~ ~ ~~~~~ 

r u n  b! a Uh- agcncy f u l l  ofdiplriinats. 
The lnternarional Telcron~munica-  
r i m s  Union  cers interi iarional stair- 
dards like Britain's call ing rode u f w  
But  rlhc in ternr t .  m a d e  up  o f  I t r i v e r e  
n e t u o r k s  rattier r h a n  n a t i o n a l l j -  
licensed operators, lack5 t h a t  sori of 
formal polit ical control .  K o a  m a n y  
governinrnts ai-ound rlre globe are 
considering ulrtrther the interne[ IIJI 
hec,omr too ~mpor tan r  to l e a w  to 1l1e 
control of n s m a l l ,  r e l a t i w l y  una(-  
countable group 01' US l aay r r s .  


